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STRONG, STABLE
FAMILIES

Early Childhood
Learning

Family Engagement

Emergency Needs

Good For kids,
go°d for' CLASSROOM
com m u n . ty Arts and Music

) ) Extra-Curricul
When ou r k.ds th r.ve, In our 30+ years of service to LPS, so many A):t;‘jiti::rlcu ar
our conmmmun i ty Wi ns community leaders and talented volunteers

have supported the things that help our

BEYOND THE

school district thrive — things tax dollars

Lincoln is a special place to call home. It's the people who simply cannot provide.

NEXT-LEVEL
With your help, we can keep our schools at LEARNING
their best. That's good for kids—and the Camps and Clubs
THE PKOOF 'S 'N YOVK HANDS community. Academic and
Creative Exploration

Our city and our schools deliver a wealth of opportunities. As an independent 501(c)(3) organization, Full-Service
But when new challenges put those opportunities at risk, the Foundation serves Lincoln Public Schools Community Schools

Lincoln steps forward to make the difference. students and staff in FOVK KEY AKEAS

make it that way—friendly, helpful, there for one another.

Committed to the things we all hold dear.

In these pages, you'll find the numbers and statistics that

highlight the generosity of the 1,650 donors who gave COLLEGE AND
in the 2021-22 fiscal year. You'll also read the stories of CAREER

opportunities created and restored for the students,
Scholarship

Technical Skills
Career Preparation

families, and staff at Lincoln Public Schools.

Together we received $5,314,852 to keep 41,766 kids
learning and excelling, because in Lincoln, we stand
behind the things we all hold dear. The proof is in
your hands because when our kids thrive, our
community wins.
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Stu Elliott joined a computer

club at Southeast High School in
1965, an experience that led to a
successful career in computers and
finance. In 2020, he created the Stu
Elliott Student Assistance Fund*

so that LPS staff could provide
support “when they see that spark
in a student that Anna Zeman saw
in me"” — and so no one would be
left out due to financial constraints.

§TU’S FUND DISBURSED

IN FY 2021-2022.

Among other things, the fund has

helped students pay for placement
testing, entrance exams, and

travel and registration costs

for competitions, performance,
educational trips, and more.

A student at North Star High
School qualified to attend the
FBLA National Conference

in Chicago by winning First

$12,433, AIDING 55 STUDENTS

Place overall in the Business
Management competition. By
covering the cost to attend the
competition, this fund gave this
student a chance to continue
growing in her community and the
business world.

With his little brother enrolled in
Head Start and his older brother
needing to take summer school,
this fund helped the middle son
attend enriching summer activities.
This opportunity helped him better
his English language skills and
continue to build positive peer

relationships in a safe environment.

Without a computer at home and
being the first in her family to
attend college, this fund helped
purchase a laptop for a high school
senior. Born in a refugee camp and
coming to the U.S. in 5th grade,
her family was not familiar with
technology. Making it so she had

a laptop computer before she
graduated helped her prepare for

college and the future.

Gifts from the Schmieding
Foundation and Casey's are
transforming auditoriums at Culler,
Dawes, and Lefler middle schools
back into vibrant spaces that serve
both students and the community.

All three of these middle schools
were constructed in the mid-

1950s. This project will give new

life to spaces and provide learning
opportunities that have not existed at
these schools for quite some time.

“The new audio system is adaptable
to today’s technology and has been
designed to provide balanced audio
output throughout the space,” said
Tim Loseke with LPS Facilities.

RESOUNDING SUPPORT

“The Schmieding Foundation is
pleased to support the sound system
upgrades at Culler, Lefler, and

Dawes middle schools,” said Lance
Taylor, president of the Schmieding
Foundation. “It's exciting that these
upgrades will allow additional
opportunities for student productions
and performances.”
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POWERING
PERFORMANCE

“We have extremely talented and
creative students at Culler Middle
School who love to perform,” said
Culler Principal Michaela Hahn.
“Unfortunately, their efforts have
always been minimized by the
acoustics and sound system in our
auditorium. We can’t wait for these
much-needed improvements so that
our students can get the attention

1"

that they deserve

RALLYING STUDENT PRIDE
“A sound system is a staple for

performing arts. | have
seen projects like this
become rallying points for

students taking pride in their @@
: By
performances,” said Trevor . L’/
. " Selmicding gy,
Cochrane, Dawes vocal music 7 i, 1

and drama teacher. “| see
this as an exciting
opportunity

for Dawes and

its students.”

THANK Yov To
OUR SPoNSoRS
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Lights, Camera, Action
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Carrying On a Legacy

Brenda Hoffman cared for Mike
Epstein’s mother for eight years at
a local assisted living facility until
she passed away in 2011. Epstein
was so grateful for the care she
provided; he asked if there was
any way he could repay her. She
said “yes” and asked that he be

a TeamMates mentor for her son,
Montoya Laravie.

MENTORING A ROLE MODEL

“To be honest, mentoring Montoya
was one of the most satisfying
experiences of my life,” said
Epstein. Laravie, a proud member
of the Ponca Tribe of Nebraska,
loved the outdoors and spent many
late nights fishing and camping.
Friends and family say he could
always make people laugh. His goal
was to return to Lincoln to serve as
a role model for Native students.

HONORING A MEMORY

Epstein mentored Montoya
throughout his time at Lincoln High
and kept in close contact after he
went to college. When Montoya
passed away unexpectedly in 2019,
Epstein established an endowed
college scholarship for Native
students to honor his memory and
dream of graduating college.

| BELIEVE THAT MoNToYA woUlb
BE HoNoRED To HAVE A S(HOLARSHIP
NAMED FoR HIM.”

FORMING A BOND

LaRyssa Baxter became the first
recipient of the LHS Montoya James
Laravie (Mato Was'aka “Strong
Bear"”) Scholarship in 2022. Epstein
believes forming that bond between
donor and student helps students
succeed in college so he was glad
to meet LaRyssa after she received
this award.

“I believe that Montoya would

be honored to have a scholarship
named for him to be directed to
Native students from LPS,” Epstein
said. "It achieves a primary goal that
he had established.”
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“YoU KNow WE )UST
DoN'T RE(04NIZE THE
MoST SIGNIFICANT
MOMENTS oF oUR LIVES
WHILE THEY'RE HAPPENING.

BA(K THEN | THOUGHT,
WELL, THERE’LL BE oTHER
DAYS. | DIDN'T REALIZE THAT
THAT WAS THE oNLY DAY.”

—Avrchibald “Moonlight” Graham,
Field of Dreams

THE FOUNDATION FOR LPS /I
ACTIVITY \x
COMPLEXES)

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
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If You Build It,
They Will Play

Lincoln voters committed $15.4 million forward, and the Fielding Dreams

toward a $33 million investment in campaign gives us the opportunity to
premier athletic and activity facilities
in 2020. Our Fielding Dreams Capital

Campaign is dedicated to raising the

continue this important tradition.”

MAKING IT A GAME-CHANGER

This will be a game-changer for so many
LPS students. Statistics show that 97%
of students participating in LPS activities

remaining $17.6 million.

“Strong schools, and all the activities
surrounding them, help to build graduate on time, compared to 80.5%
strong communities. We're excited for the district overall.
about this unique opportunity to partner

with Lincoln Public Schools and support

the students and programs of LPS,”

said Jason Muhleisen, UBT Executive

Vice President. FUNDRAISING GOAL
FOR NEW LPS

CONTINUING A TRADITION ACTIVITY COMPLEXES

LPS Superintendent Dr. Paul Gausman

stated, “Lincoln has a long history of =S Comrotbnniten

remarkable facilities to move academics e Brarel e $15,419.000
+

Fielding Dreams
Capital Campaign $17,650,000
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$33,069,000
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The Gift That
Keeps on Giving

Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools

2021-2022
Financials

INCOME

Contributions: $3,637,781
Grants: $39,439

Invested Income: $1,534,120
Other Revenue: $103,512
TOTAL RECEIVED: $5,314,852

EXPENSES

Programs, Scholarships,
Grants and Awards: $2,203,084

General Admin: $441,595
Fundraising: $225,823
TOTAL DISBURSED: $2,870,502*

*Includes endowed contributions.

Numbers provided in the 2021-2022 financial audit performed by Buckley &
Sitzman, LLP. Amount raised, funds disbursed, and number of donors are from the
Foundation for LPS 2021/2022 Fiscal Year (September 1, 2021 to August 31, 2022).
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Mark T. & Margarat L. Lincoln

Rogers Seacrest Family
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Abel Foundation, Hoegemeyer Family Foundation, James Huntington Foundation, James Stuart IIl Family
Foundation, Krieger Family Foundation, Lincoln Area Retired School Personnel, Lincoln Southeast Class of 1981,
The Hampton Family Foundation, UNL Collegiate Chapter—NafME
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