
This Issue:

Many ask why there is a need for a public school foundation when 

citizens already pay taxes to support education.  Yes, taxes build the 

schools and pay for teachers, but it’s the Foundation that additionally 

turns on the lights to student imagination.  When teachers want 

innovative technology or cutting-edge teaching tools, they turn to the 

Foundation for LPS to provide those in the form of a classroom grant 

through Fund-A-Need. 

When giving a donation to education, 

many remember to give to their 

college or university.  Then there are 

donors who recognize the impact 

their K-12 education had on them: 

“To give credit where credit is due, 

to the extent that my help in 1960 

might have contributed to JFK’s 

successful debate against Richard 

Nixon, my high school debate coach, 

Florence Jenkins, who taught me 

much of what I knew about public 

speaking and debating, deserves at least a footnote in the history of 

that election.” 

-Ted Sorensen, Lincoln High class of 1945, from his book, Counselor, 

A Life at the Edge of History

Another donor said that the reason they give each and every year to 

the Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools is that they know that what 

happens in the early years of education is pivotal in laying the solid 

groundwork needed for what follows. 

“Reflecting personally, I realized that I have responded to the many 

well-organized appeals from my University---all well deserved.  

However, perhaps I had not given proper consideration to the school 

that was equally important in my education---Lincoln High School.  It 

is a different school than the one we attended—but continues to be 

special.” - Jack D. Campbell, LHS 1946

Meeting the needs of 35,847 Lincoln Public 

School students and helping give them the tools 

needed to live a successful life is at the center of 

everything we do. Accomplishing this becomes 

more challenging as demographics for students 

change.

•43% of Lincoln students are on free or reduced 

lunch (this number jumps to 50% when looking 

at those in Kindergarten-5th grade). 

•30% of our LPS student body (this number was 

10% ten years ago) is diverse.  These changes 

bring challenges that make our mission even 

more important.

Through the generosity of our donors, the Foundation supports these 

students through innovative new programs, college access tutoring 

for low income students, college scholarships, student emergency 

assistance, state-of-the-art technology  and “outside the box” 

classroom experiences through Fund-A-Need. 

If you are interested in learning how to make a gift, please contact 

the Foundation at (402) 436-1612.

Foundation Footnotes
The idea of public schools having their own foundation is a fairly new 

concept within the past few decades and, in fact, many still don’t have 

one.  But those that do are miles ahead of the pack.  Lincoln can be 

proud that 21 years ago some forward-thinking individuals decided to 

launch the Foundation for LPS which would raise private dollars for 

innovative programs and cutting-edge technology.  We are now one of the oldest and most successful 

public school foundations in the country.  Over the years we’ve been able to give around $1 million per 

year to LPS for classroom grants, college scholarships and student emergency needs. 

With the changing demographics, student needs are ever on the rise as poverty becomes more and 

more an influence in our schools.

To help immigrant and refugee families, LPS conducts Family Literacy classes at 10 of the Title I 

schools.  I sat in on a class at Elliott School recently and was amazed when one Hispanic father said 

that he was unable to speak English only four months ago.  Now he is able to fill out a job application 

and, hopefully, get a job so he can provide for his family.  His life is being transformed because he 

attends daily English classes at his son’s school and then is encouraged to also attend his child’s 

regular classes. The entire family benefits from these shared experiences. Our public schools are 

leveraging their resources to provide the very best education to all of Lincoln’s students. 
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The Need for K-12 Support

Frances E. Buell retired in 1987 after teaching mathematics at Lincoln High 

School for 33 years. An only child, she grew up on a farm near Murdock, 

Nebraska. She says her farm background taught her “to first get the work 

done,” a lesson that carried over into the activities of her life. Buell received a 

B.A. degree from Nebraska Wesleyan in 1947 and completed her M.A. degree 

in mathematics and secondary education at UNL in 1949. 

Frances was also a founding member of the Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools in 1989 and is a 

member of the Legacy Society. The Legacy Society was established in 1994 to recognize the generous 

individuals who have made planned gifts to the Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools. Frances had 

this to say on her decision to give a lifetime gift to the Foundation for LPS ,“I wanted to give to the 

Foundation because I was in education all my life. I decided I’d like to 

give something to what I’d spent my life doing.” 

Frances has dedicated her life to students and is well loved by many 

Lincoln High alumni. Suzie Schwartzkopf Heakock is a former student 

of Buell’s and became a math educator as well, “I had Miss Buell when 

I was a student at Lincoln High in the 60s.  She not only gave me the 

math skills I needed but she inspired me to want to become a math 

teacher.  The real inspiration and learning occurred when I returned 

to Lincoln High for my first teaching job after graduating from college.  

I remember sharing classroom stories with Frances during our lunch 

break in the faculty dining room.  She provided the support and encouragement that I needed as a first 

year teacher.  I am grateful to Frances Buell for making a positive difference in my life!”

Frances Buell
Beloved Lincoln High Math Teacher and Foundation Legacy Member
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A Message From Our President

Sharon with Kooser Elementary 
students, Maddie and Jimmy.

Ms. Buell (right) with a LHS 
student in 1958

Sharon Wherry
Foundation for LPS President



On November 11, 2010, Pyrtle Elementary fourth 

graders took a field trip to the International Quilt Study 

Center & Museum and The Robert Hillstead Textiles 

Gallery. In art class each student created a 9-patch 

quilt square for a community project developed at 

UNL. Along with creating art for the community the 

mission of this project was to get students to various 

quilt and textile exhibitions.  During their visit to the 

Department of Textiles Clothing & Design at UNL 

students toured classrooms, labs and observed and 

visited with college students creating items of clothing.  They 

learned about educational opportunities and possible careers.  

The Quilt Study Center visit allowed students to see their own 

quilt squares on exhibit in a museum.  They also viewed South 

Asian Seams and Childhood Treasures: Doll Quilts from the 

Ghormley Collection with discussions led by a docent.  The LPS 

Art Curriculum teaches elementary students to reflect upon art in 

relation to history, cultures, careers and also to look at and talk 

about the artwork of others. Fund-a Need helped to 

provide all fourth graders with this unique opportunity.

Great Teaching 
Fund

LPS Special Education Educator 
Carole Curry had this to say 
about attending the “Listening 
and Spoken Language Workshop 
Series” in Chicago.

“This was a wonderful 
opportunity to hear and interact 
with presenters and attendees 
from all across the country.  I 
learned many new teaching 
strategies and became aware 
of new research and resources 
to share with families to support 
their children who are deaf or 
hard of hearing in their journey 
of learning and language.  I am 
so appreciative of having this 
experience.”

The Know How 2 Go (KH2GO) 
program targets low-income, 

high-ability students in grades 7th 
and 8th, and encourages them 
to start the college preparation 

process early. Students and their 
families are given information 

about financial aid and are 
educated on the steps they need 
to take for their college dreams 

to materialize. This program 
began last fall at 4 Lincoln middle 

schools: Mickle, Culler, Lefler, 
and Goodrich at Dawes. The 

goal is to show these students 
that college can be a reality.
Public Education Network is 
partnering with the Academy 
for Educational Development 
(AED) to manage this national 

initiative. Local partners include 
Lincoln Public Schools, Lincoln 
Community Learning Centers, 

Lincoln TeamMates, Tri-Mentoring 
Program, the P-16 initiative and 

EducationQuest.
We look forward to the stories that 

will emerge from this program 
of students that feel empowered 

to take control of their future 
education.

Getting 
Lincoln’s 
Children 

‘Future  ready!’
with 

Know How 2 Go

Teacher Rosalie Claussen on Pyrtle’s visit to the International Quilt Museum
Lincoln High’s International Baccalaureate Program!

Interested in a 
‘Behind the Scenes’ look?

Join Us April 7th at 5pm to 
hear from LHS students and see your 

Foundation dollars at work!

“My students were able to visit with UNL students and learn about possible careers.”

A Thank You From a n 
L P S  E d u c a t o r :

2VIP Club for Vision Impaired Students
 The VIP Club is an after-school activity for middle school and high school students who are blind and/or 

visually impaired. The club’s goal is to promote higher self-esteem and self-confidence among the participants 

through group/team activity. Adolescence is the ideal time to develop these character traits, as they feel they 

are “different” from the rest of their classmates. VIP Club shows students that they are not the only ones with 

these issues, and the club provides strategies on how to deal with them. Students share and discuss ideas and 

experiences with those who face similar problems.                                                                                 

Special Education for LPS Middle Schools: $420.00

• Cultivate an Interest
• Nurture a Talent
• Encourage a Vision

5     Students Think about Their Future Careers
  Help send two juniors interested in a career in health occupations to camp! Students will participate in 

a week-long camp or a six-week internship in June 2011 with St. Elizabeth Regional Medical Center. Students 

will job shadow in 10 areas at the hospital and other sites in the community. Areas of study include radiology, 

nursing services, emergency room, burn unit, NE heart hospital, orthopedics, OB, dialysis, anesthesia and more. 

Contributions will help to pay for related costs for this summer career mentoring program. Emphasis for student 

acceptance into the program includes career path interest, first generation college, economic need, ethnic 

diversity, and gender equity. 

LPS High Schools: $764.00

6Remember “The Little Engine that Could”?
  Reading helps fuel imagination and brings the world to life! There are many books in the Everett school 

library that are considered classics: The Little Princess, The Secret Garden, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, The 

Velveteen Rabbit, Tuck Everlasting, The Little Engine that Could, Mrs. Piggle Wiggle series, plus many more. 

However, the covers of these books are not in good shape and students are not checking them out as a 

result. We would like to replace these books with newer copies so the students can continue to enjoy them.                          

Everett Elementary: $1,710.00

There are many more Fund-A-Needs available online. 
Go to www.foundationforlps.org to Fund-A-Need today!

1Ever Want to be Face to Face with a Bison?
  The 4th graders at Saratoga want to visit the Simmons’ Wildlife Safari as a culminating experience to what 

they have learned in science, economics and social studies this year. Students will learn about biodiversity and 

animals in different ecosystems. Participating in this field trip will help students understand the importance of 

respecting our environment and the impact these prairie animals have on our way of life. A significant number 

of our students are impacted by poverty and would only be able to participate in this experience at school 

expense.                                                                                                                              

Saratoga Elementary: $199.00

4     Creating a Level Playing Field with Technology
  Writing/speaking curriculum now contains many interactive programs using DVDs and powerpoints. This 

type of technology engages students and enriches teaching. An Elmo projector allows students to display writing 

in real time. Not only will this enhance the writing curriculum but will help to add an extra element to reading 

instruction. Students will see pictures and be able to interact with their reading even more. Teachers are able 

to model reading and writing and project them onto a screen for students to gain a better understanding, which 

leads to higher achievement.

Park Middle School: $1,268.00

3AP Students: Mastering a Language to Experience the World
  In order for French AP students to be successful, they need to practice as early as possible with digital 	

recorders. One of the tasks on the French AP test is to look at a cartoon and in 60 seconds describe in French 

what is happening. Then students have to answer two questions pertaining to the themes of the cartoon. These 

exercises require a great amount of familiarity with the digital recorder, plenty of practice to develop fluidity in 

their French communication and practice organizing their thoughts in the target language. AP excellence is not 

something that is developed only during the AP year; it is an on going process which starts at the lower levels 

(French I, II, III and IV). Many AP students go on to take French in college and study and work abroad. These 

experiences help groom them to be citizens of the world. 

East High: $2,622.00

The Great Teaching Fund is 
made possible by the generous 
donations of LPS Staff during the 
Annual LPS Staff Fund Drive

Questions or to RSVP : foundation@lps.org or 402.436.1612


