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Message from the President and Board Chair

An alarming statistic was released in December 2010 which said that 15 year-old students in the U.S. now rank 25" in math, 17
in science, and 14" in reading in the world. US Education Secretary Arne Duncan said “To be brutally honest, a host of developed
countries are out-educating us. The United States needs to urgently accelerate student learning to remain competitive in the
knowledge economy of the 215t century.”

The Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools is heeding this call to action by sharpening our focus and retooling our infrastructure
to ensure that there are additional community resources available to accelerate learning to help students graduate and get them
“College or Career Ready”.

Call the Foundation today at 436-1612 if you would like to make a donation toward a program or scholarship. Today’s students
are tomorrow’s employees and community leaders.
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fiscal year, unrealized and realized gains on this portfolio totaled
$100,000. Real estate investments experienced an unrealized
loss of $146,000. We closely monitor our investments to preserve

Financial Summary 2009-2010

by Joe Adams, Foundation Treasurer

and safeguard our assets.
The Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools marked its twenty-

first year on August 31, 2010 with assets of $6,628,000. Total
contributions and grants for the fiscal year were $2,085,000.
This was $14,000 less than prior year contributions and

grants (excluding an in-kind gift of computer software and
related software support valued at $5,040,000) which totaled
$2,099,000.

We have completed the seventh full year of our Fund-A-Need
program, a web-based opportunity for donors to contribute to
specific needs of students and teachers of LPS. The Fund-A-Need
program received $51,000 in contributions during this fiscal year,
and we anticipate continued support of this program.

We look forward to continuing the Foundation’s assistance to
students and teachers through the support of our donors in the
areas of Fund-A-Need, Student Emergency Fund, scholarships
and educator awards. Our planned giving program continues to
expand with key involvement from the community of LPS alumni
and retired staff. This past year the Foundation concluded its

A total of $1,555,000 was granted to the Lincoln Public Schools
for opportunities for students, staff and community collaborations.
Grants and donations received by the Foundation benefit the
students of Lincoln Public Schools in areas ranging from basic

emergency needs to college scholarships.
5-year “Great Schools...Forever!” campaign designhed to meet

critical needs of Lincoln’s students and to provide long-term
viability for the Foundation. We are pleased to report that the
Foundation received over $11,000,000 in gifts and pledges as a
result of this campaign.

Our unrestricted fund is designated to support the operations of
the Foundation. We continue to seek donations for this fund to
ensure stability of the Foundation in the future. The contributions
to our unrestricted fund were $298,000 this year, a decrease of

$18,000 from the prior year.

. . . . The future is exciting, the needs are growing and our commitment
Our restricted funds represent donations received for designated

is firm to continue to benefit the students, teachers and staff of
purposes. Restricted fund donations are either endowed for

our Lincoln Public Schools.

perpetual funding of a specific Total ts
intention or passed through the ol Asse

Foundation for a specific need.
Contributions and grants to our
restricted funds totaled $1,786,000
during the 2009-2010 fiscal year, a
$3,000 increase over the prior year
(excluding the previously mentioned
in-kind gift).
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Scholarship Spotlight

The Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools awarded 151 scholarships last year totalling over $108,250. These
scholarships are both need and merit-based awards which allow students to continue their education so they

acquire the skills needed to compete in today’s global environment.

Student needs have changed drastically over the past two
decades. Our student body continues to become more diverse
economically and culturally. The high-tech global economy
demands that students become Future Ready and this requires
post-secondary education. Through the generosity of our donors,
the Foundation is able to provide scholarships that truly make a
difference in a student’s future.

“I started high school with a .76 GPA and graduated from
Northeast High last spring with a 3.5 GPA. It was a rough road
but, with the support of my foster mother and the teachers and
counselors at Northeast, | turned my life around. I received several

scholarships from the Foundation which are allowing me to fulfill
my dream of becoming a college graduate.” - Jessica

The Lumina Foundation’s Know How 2 Go (KH2GO) program

Know How 2 Go

targets low-income, high ability students in grades 7" and 8" and
encourages them to start the college preparation process early.

that will help them reach their post-secondary education dreams. The goal is to show these
students that college can be a reality.

Thoughts from participating students:
* “| wanted to go to college, but never thought I could...now | know | can.”
* “l learned a lot about college scholarships and how to get them.”

* “l realized what | do in 7*" grade can make a difference for college.”

to put my heart into everything | do.”

* “l learned a different perspective on money and saving money.”

In 2009-2010 this program began at four middle schools: Mickle, Culler, Lefler, and Goodrich at
Dawes. College Access Coaches help students develop a four-year academic plan for high school

*“In order to get to college, | not only have to work hard and ask others for help, | have

DAVID LIENEMANN MEMORIAL HOMEBOUND EDUCATION FUND

The David Lienemann Memorial Homebound Education Fund was established in 2010 by the Lienemann family. David was
served by the Homebound Education program of the Lincoln Public Schools for four years while he was a student at Lefler Middle
School and Lincoln Southeast High School. David had a terminal brain tumor and died in 1968. The Lienemann family was very
appreciative of the education David received and established this fund in his memory.

Homebound Services is designed to provide educational support for students whose attendance and participation at school is
impacted by long-term medical conditions. Homebound Services have been part of the Special Education program for over 30
years. The impact of these services has been very positive, including: 1) building supportive relationships with students and their
families during times of significant health needs; 2) supporting continued learning for students who are in the hospital or at

home; and 3) maintaining a connection to peers and staff at school. Students, parents, and staff express appreciation for these
unique, individualized services. Teachers coordinate with school teams to develop the right instruction for students. Thanks to the
Lienemann family for supporting such a special program! If you would like more information on giving a gift in honor or memory of
a loved one, please contact Ruth Gerber at (402) 436-1859 or rgerber@Ips.org.
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The Champions Endowed Funds were created by the
Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools to support innovative
programs and help educators advance their curriculum. The
four oldest high schools reached out to alumni asking for
their support to become a ‘Champion’ for their alma mater.
Champions build for the future and collectively leave a legacy
to ensure academic excellence forever. The Champions Funds
provide flexibility for needs that may arise throughout the
years. Funds from these endowments were recently allocated
by the Foundation’s Awards and Grants committee.

Southeast High received funds to purchase new software for
algebra and calculus classes, and to purchase white boards
for higher level mathematics classes. White boards benefit
students by being able to receive immediate feedback on their
work.

Thanks to the Northeast Champions Fund, two reading
specialists were selected to attend the Nebraska State Reading
Conference and learn strategies that improve student literacy.

From grants given to East High, French and Spanish students
will now have digital recorders to help with their fluency and
prepare for the rigorous Advanced Placement exam.

At Lincoln High, World Language students will now be able
to attend language competitions. In the past the entry and
transportation fees were difficult for some students to pay.
This grant will now allow all students to participate. World
History classes will now be able to communicate and work
on projects with students around the world! These classes
will be joined by the ArtLink Plus program which facilitates
better cultural understanding through communication with
classrooms in different parts of the world.

The Foundation for LPS is grateful to these alumni and their
commitment to Lincoln students. Endowments bring stability to
valued programs, ensuring that they will continue in the future,
regardless of budget cuts or deficits. If you are interested in
learning more, please contact the Foundation for LPS.

Our award-winning Fund-A-Need program gives teachers an opportunity to create unique
experiences for their students. Teachers write grants to obtain funding or supplies for a special
field trip, classroom activity or service-learning project. Donors can then look for opportunities at
a specific school or in an area of personal interest such as the arts, science or math and make

a donation that goes directly to that program. The Foundation helps provide resources teachers
need to motivate and encourage their students to go that essential extra mile. Fund-A-Need
allows anyone to help make Lincoln’s great schools even better.
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